
Inspection of Taywood Nursery School 
Seedlings
Taywood Nursery School, Accrington Road, Burnley BB11 5AE

Inspection date: 19 September 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are greeted by knowledgeable staff who are welcoming and friendly in 
their approach. Staff at this small, homely setting help children to feel that they are 
valued and that they belong. Staff spend time with each child looking at their 
family photographs. They talk about who they can see in the pictures and children 
proudly show their friends. Children show that they feel safe and secure as they 
explore the environment, and they know where to find their drinks and favourite 
activities. Children beam with excitement as they find the musical instruments. 
They bang and shake them as staff and other children sing along. Staff act as good 
role models. They support the children to follow the expectations, such as using 
good manners. Young children use simple sign language to say thank you at snack 
time, without prompting.

Leaders have an excellent understanding of the curriculum. They have high 
expectations for all children. Leaders have carefully designed a curriculum that is 
aspirational and builds on what children know and can do over time. The 
curriculum gives priority to supporting children's progress across the prime areas of 
learning. The setting continues to identify the impact on children of the COVID-19 
pandemic, particularly children's language. Staff use their strong knowledge of child 
development to identify when children may benefit from extra support in their 
learning. All children, including those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities make good progress in their learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n There is a clear focus on supporting children's communication and language 
skills. The setting is a language-rich environment, where babble, talk and singing 
are valued. Staff support children to learn their first words through stories and 
play. They introduce a range of new and interesting vocabulary. As babies point 
to photographs or pictures in books, staff name what they can see and introduce 
new words, such as 'maraca'.

n Songs and stories are an integral part of this setting. Staff use core stories to 
help embed children's language and literacy skills. They present and read stories 
in an exciting way. Babies eagerly turn pages and point to pictures, recalling the 
sounds of animals they see in the pictures. Staff use puppets to animate stories, 
and babies smile in delight. Children enjoy lots of songs and stories that help to 
extend their communication and early literacy skills.

n The setting ensures that there is a good exchange of information with parents 
about children's care needs and development. Staff gather detailed information 
from parents about their children's interests and needs. Parents have noticed 
lots of progress in their children's communication and language skills since they 
have started. Partnerships with parents and other agencies are a key strength of 
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this nursery.
n Children benefit from interesting environments that are well matched to their 

age and stage of development. Staff carefully consider how they position 
furniture and resources to support children to begin to crawl and take their early 
steps. Staff encourage children to climb into the sandpit and scoop and fill 
buckets. Children use their hand-eye coordination to position stacking bricks, 
and staff encourage them to keep trying. Children show great confidence in their 
physical skills.

n Staff use their interactions well to introduce early mathematical concepts as 
children play. For example, when staff cut up fruit at snack time, they talk about 
the size and shape. As children scoop up sand, staff introduce language such as 
'more'. When children access interestingly shaped objects, staff encourage them 
to use their problem-solving skills to sort and stack them. Staff support children 
to develop their early mathematical skills in fun, exciting ways.

n Staff enhance children's learning well. They plan enjoyable opportunities that 
build on what children know and can do. Staff use their knowledge of children's 
interests from home as they plan motivating activities for children. However, 
staff do not always identify what children show them in the moment to support 
children's emerging interests and extend their learning further. At times, this 
limits children's engagement in some activities.

n Leaders are reflective and committed to the continual improvement of staff 
practice. Staff receive coaching and are provided with opportunities to visit other 
settings to observe and learn new ideas. However, leaders have not evaluated 
the impact that this support has had, meaning that some minor weaknesses 
remain. For instance, at times, staff do not ensure that they are consistent in 
their approach when capturing children's attention before giving instructions. 
This does not fully support children to learn to listen and respond effectively.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to respond to what they see in the moment to enhance children's 
learning further

n provide targeted support for staff to precisely address minor inconsistencies in 
the delivery of the curriculum.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY501640

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10351014

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 2

Total number of places 9

Number of children on roll 12

Name of registered person Governing Body Of Taywood Nursery School

Registered person unique 
reference number RP535501

Telephone number 01282425601

Date of previous inspection 27 September 2018

Information about this early years setting

Taywood Nursery School Seedlings re-registered in 2016 and is situated in Burnley, 
Lancashire. The nursery employs four members of childcare staff. All staff hold 
appropriate early years qualifications at level 2 or higher. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 8am until 6pm. The 
nursery cares for children up until the age of two years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rebecca Weston
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Inspection activities

n The nominated individual joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to 
the inspector about their curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The inspector held discussions with leaders to assess the effectiveness of 

leadership and management.
n The nominated individual and the inspector carried out an observation together 

of a group activity.
n Leaders provided the inspector with a sample of key documentation on request, 

including documentation to demonstrate the suitability of staff.
n The inspector considered the comments and views provided by staff.
n Leaders spoke to the inspector about how they support children with special 

educational needs and/or disabilities.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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